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TLC Mission Statement: 
    

KNOW CHRIST   
†   

SHARE CHRIST   
†   

SERVE CHRIST 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
I was asked by the Lay Ministers and staff to prepare a brief message for 
the April newsletter.  I have a hard time being “brief”, so please bear with 
me.  We have seen an alarming increase in conflict recently between 
members, and between members and staff.  I suppose this shouldn’t  
surprise us.  As we make progress toward our goal of issuing a Divine Call 
to our next pastor, I am certain that Satan is working overtime in our midst.  
He would like nothing better than to deepen existing wounds and create 
new conflicts among us.  He would love to see our next pastor walk into 
an environment where division and conflict rule.  Not only that, while we 
patiently wait for the arrival of our new pastor, the man God has already 
chosen for us, this environment of division and conflict makes it  
increasingly difficult for us to carry out our church’s mission and ministry 
(the purpose for which we exist!). 
 
St. Paul exhorts us in Ephesians 4:3, “Make every effort to keep the unity 
of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”  Notice how he says “keep the 
unity of the Spirit”, and not, “find the unity of the Spirit”?  This unity of the 
Spirit is something we already possess, a gift from God through Jesus 
Christ.  This gift defines us.  It is who we are, gathered at the foot of the 
cross, sisters and brothers of the same heavenly Father.   
 
If the message in the preceding paragraph looks familiar, you probably 
remember it from Day 3 of our Lenten devotional series, “Forty Days to-
ward Congregational Wellness”, from Pastor Darrell Zimmerman.  In the 
devotion for Day 27 Pastor Zimmerman writes, “God unites. Satan divides.  
And the little divisions that we allow to come among us as the Lord’s   
people are the footholds that our enemy the devil will use to bring to a halt 
our ministry of sharing Christ’s love.”  He goes on to share, “A wise pastor 
once counseled, ‘Conflict is inevitable, but enemies are optional.’  
Honest and sincere disagreement can be an opportunity for learning and 
discovery; it does not need to divide.  When we determine to prayerfully 
and lovingly keep the peace as we discuss our differences, we close the 
gaps, we frustrate the devil, and Jesus is honored by our unity.”  This was 
an excellent and timely devotional series.  If you missed it during Lent I 
would encourage you to pick up a copy and read through it now.   
It’s never too late! 
 

April 
TRINITY 

TRANSMITTER 

Continued on page 2 
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TLC Family Care Connections 
We pray for... 
 

Shut-Ins: Opal Sroufe,  Evelyn Kowalke,  
Esther McMichael, Irene Gestenslager, Karen 
Mowdy, Bob Shackelford, Hellen Strickland, Dot 
Merz, Bill Bridges, Eugene & Vada Hurd, George 
Powell, Lillian VonLintel 
Health Concerns: Gary Kraft,  Aspen 
Phillips, Joyce Kraft, Don Adams, Michelle 
Lauck, Jim Baker, Jay Holste, Diann Wilken, 
Kelly Chopp, Gloria Magallan, Lupita Tapia, Pat 
Bridges, Esther Krug, Don Messenger, Johanna 
Hall, Loretta Schultz,  
 
If you have a prayer concern, please call the office 
 
** always obtain permission before sharing another’s concerns 

In September, Trinity hosted a Leadership Retreat 
led by Pastor Darrell Zimmerman of Grace Place.  
One of the ideas that came from that retreat was the 
value of getting to know one another better.   
This month, Susan Soldner, Trinity Preschool 
Paraprofessional shares: 
 

 My family joined Trinity Lutheran Church in 
1972.  My dad was a Kansas Highway Patrol-
man and he was transferred from Pittsburg, 
Kansas to Garden City.  Being a high schooler, 
I was not happy about moving across the state 
of Kansas and having to change from a Pitts-
burg Purple Dragon to a Garden City Brown 
Buffalo.   
 

My Lutheran roots go way back to my great 
grandmother who came over to the United 
States from Germany.  My mom remembers go-
ing to the Lutheran Church in Tampa, Kansas, 
with some of the service being in German.   
When my granddaughter, Alexis Powell, got 
confirmed at Trinity three years ago, it made at 
least six generations of my family to be con-
firmed in the Lutheran Church.   
 

I have been married to my husband Jerry for 21 
years.  We have four sons.  John who lives in 
New Hampshire, Jay who lives in Lawrence, 
Brett who lives in Garden City, and Adam who 
lives in Cambridge, England.  We have six 
grandchildren so far.   
 

We are getting ready to start the next chapter of 
our lives.  Jerry is retiring and closing the law 
office on June 30th.  We will be selling our 
house and moving to a place north of Haviland, 
Kansas where we have 13 acres of trees and a 
pond.  There is lots of wildlife so Jerry will be 
able to just step out the door to do his hunting.   
 

Since we are moving, I will not be returning to 
Trinity Preschool next school year.  The chil-
dren have been such a blessing to me.  The job 
has taught me so many different things.  I thank 
you for this opportunity. 

Continued from page 1. 
 
If you’re like me there are many times when you 
may know the “right’ thing to do, but you don’t 
feel equipped to carry out the task.  In this case, 
we know that God wants us to be “peacemakers” 
and not contributors to dissension and division.  
But how do we do that?  One tool that is  
available right now is the Sunday morning 
course many of us are attending entitled, 
“Resolving Everyday Conflict”.  This course is 
unlike any secular conflict resolution seminar or 
self-help book you may have seen before.  It is 
based on the good news of what Jesus did on 
the cross to reconcile all sinners (us) to God, 
and it provides a biblical roadmap for conflict 
resolution.  This course has opened my eyes to 
another way, God’s way, of interacting with each 
other.  I highly recommend it!  It’s not too late to 
join our Sunday morning group – we’ll help you 
get caught up.  If that doesn’t work for you, I am 
quite certain we will be offering the course again 
in the near future.  Please consider participating. 
 
In Christ, 
Jay Meyer 
 

...the family of Leo Hanneman, 
who passed away March 17;  
and the family of Skyler 
Schwindt’s, whose grandmother, 
Imogene Long passed away 
March 12. 
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Sunday Morning Bible Studies  
10:15 a.m. 

 
Battle Plan for Prayer 

We believe God is raising up an army of prayer 
warriors in our generation. We are asking you to go 
with us on this journey and equip yourself and 
others to pray more effectively. We will discuss 
types of prayer, hindrances to prayer, keys to 
effective prayer, praying strategically for the lost and 
for believers alike. We will be sharing real stories of 
answered prayer in our lives and in Christian history 
and we will be hearing from some of our 
generation’s most respected prayer teachers and 
trainers and learning from them as well. 
Led by  DCE Cynthia Lavrenz in the East Wing 

Begins April 10 

 
 

 Weekday Fellowship Opportunities 
The Power of the Praying Husband  

Mondays, 7:00 p.m.— Meeting Room 
 

Get-ogether-Girls 
meet on Tuesdays at 10:00 a.m.  

Join the ladies for fellowship, devotions,  
and card ministry.  Drop-ins are  welcome!  

 
Brown Bag Bible buddies 

Tuesdays at Noon 
This Study on Holy Baptism, 

examines how Jesus establishes Baptism as the 
sacrament that makes us children of God and delivers 
the gracious gifts of God—forgiveness of sins, rescue 
from death and the devil, and eternal salvation—to all 

who believe.   
 

LifeLight Study on St. Paul’s Epistle to the  
Romans, part II  

Thursdays at 1:15 pm   

Christian Education  

Monthly Opportunities—  
First Tuesday of Month,  7:00 p.m. 

 
 

Men’s Bible Study—Double Classroom on 
West Hallway 

“He Who Dies with the Most Toys Still Dies 
Part 1 

Wednesdays: 6:30 p.m. 
You’ll Get Through—Meeting Room 

Lutheran Spirituality—Across from the  
Board of Education  

LifeLight— next to Cynthia’s office 

All Active Stephen Ministers: 

Meeting Tuesday April 19 at    

6:30 pm in the East Wing; 

Supervision Meeting  

Sunday, April 24 at  11:30. 
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April 2016 Servants 

 

Worship Assistants     Frank Francis & Frank Schmale 
Altar Committee  Donna Bitter     

Acolytes         
April  3 Holley Douglas & Macy Froetschner   
  10 Colby Cessna & Grace Reagle     
  17 Alex Foreman & Bryce Foreman    
  24 Kash & Sydney Jo Sheets 
May  1 Jacynda Vargas & Chloe Powell  
  8  Holley Douglas & Macy Froetschner 
 
PowerPoint        
April  3 Clara Jackson      
  10 Rachel Foreman     
  17 Alex Foreman     
  24 Bailey Pauley 
May  1 Alexis Powell 
  8 Grace Reagle 
 
Lectors          
 April   3 Kelly Butcher     
  10 Judy Nusser 
  17 Marty Nusser 
  24 Ed Banning 
   
Nursery   10:30 
  April  3 Jennifer Froetschner 
  10 Bailey Pauley 
  17 Taylor Schiltz 
  24 ConniJo Bailey 

Notice to ALL servants: 
This is a very important service to the church.  Please take this seriously.  
If this time does not work for you, it is your responsibility to find a  
replacement or trade with someone else.  You may call Katy at the church 
office, 276-3110 for suggestions or phone numbers. 
 
Worship Assistants     
If you can not find a replacement, please call Jerry Bitter at 272-1237  
or Robert Drees at 272-1496. 
Paul Pauley, 640-8327 and Kevin Lampe, 521-6227 have agreed to be a  
substitute if they are not scheduled for work. 



5 

 

 

Wednesday Youth Activities  
7:00—7:45 p.m. 

Bible Study on Bat Man, Dark Knight! 
 
 

10:15 Sunday Morning  
National Gathering Bible Study—In Christ Alone 

for 7-12 grades and their parents 
 
 

 
Past Calendar: 

 
44 participated including:  

Mark Estrada, Leland, Kathy & Tasha 
Jackson and Kyler  

Millershaski from Trinity.   
People came from Ottawa, Wichita, 
Nortonville, Herington, Atwood and 

Minnesota. 
WWW.comebuildhope.com 

   

Future Calendar: 
 

Wild Wild West 
April 8-9 

Starts in Atwood, finishes 
in Rexford.   

For 5th-12th graders. 
 
 
 

Young Adult LVR Servant Event  
May 26-30 

 
 

Young Adult Ministry! (YAMs) 
 Post High School through 30’s meet 

Wednesdays from 8-9 p.m. in the church basement! 

Registered: Flavio, Marco Esquivel, Jake 
Froetschner, Clara Jackson Mitch McKinley, 
Alexis Powell, Grace Reagle, Jaycob & Jacynda 
Vargas  
 

Adults: Leticia Esquivel, Jennifer Froetschner, 
Rachelle Powell and Jaclyn Vargas. 

Kansas District  
Summer Camp at LVR  

Registrations  
Are due!!! 

Only 35 spaces left!!! 
June 12-17 

Registered so far:   
Alex & Rachel Foreman,  

Clara Jackson,  
Bailey & Bri-
anna Pauley 

 

Mexico Mission Trip—March 12-19, 2016 

Rummage 
Sale 

July 8-9 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY!! 
Zachary Cruz   4/3 
Doug Moon   4/4 
Kenneth Kowalke   4/5 
Hannah Schultz  4/6 
Jack Beery    4/7 
Matilda Hall   4/8 
Sara Simmons   4/9 
Nona Nelson  4/10 
Bob Briggeman   4/13 
Kelly Butcher   4/13 
Jerry Soldner  4/14 
Sassonyah Palmer   4/15 
Alex Foreman  4/16 
Harper Sowers   4/17 
Bryce Foreman  4/19 
Kardyr Collins   4/20 
Penny Cruz    4/20 
Sydney Jo Sheets  4/21 

Lynzee Beery  4/22 
Skylar Schwindt  4/22 
Jesse Vargas  4/22 
Brekalyn Baier-Foreman 4/23 
Jonathan Welch   4/23 
Peg Holman   4/24 
Tasha Jackson  4/24 
Kathy Leavitt-Wirth   4/25 
Karen Crist   4/26 
Nancy Foreman  4/26 
Marissa Dugan   4/27 
Cooper Livermore  4/28 
Dot Merz   4/28 
Frank Schmale  4/28 
Zoe Davis    4/29 
Dana Polson  4/30 
Hal Scheuerman  4/30 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!  
 Tim & Cynthia Lavrenz   4/6 
Maurice & Sharon Kelch    4/8 
Ken & Nancy Killion   4/12 
Don & Linda Doll     4/19 
George & Janelle Dugan    4/19 
Kenny & Penny Grauberger  4/21 
Willard & Lois Hinkle   4/21 
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Learn to Make a 
Quilt... 

… meet Tuesdays, 6:00-8:00 pm 
If you would like to learn to make a quilt, or simple 
sewing—hems, zippers, etc—you are welcome to join! 
Have an unfinished project?  
Maybe we can help finish it! 
Meet in PieceMakers Room 

Greetings my Sisters in Christ, 
Spring has Sprung and it is that 
time of year to MARK your  
CALENDARS for Spring Rally in 
Dodge City, at Holy Cross Lutheran 
Church. On APRIL 9th. Hope to See 
you there! Let me know if you need 
a ride, we can travel together. See 
the invite below, and look for  
reminders around the church.  
 
Happy Spring!! 
 
Your Sister in Christ,  
Serving the Lord with Gladness, 
 

Mary Jo Schultz 
SW Zone Secretary 

Job well done! Many thanks to the Christmas PieceMakers, PieceMakers JDC, and volunteers who 
made quilts for Mexico Mission trip. We brought 62 baby quilts to Mexico.   
2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of  
compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort 
those in trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. 

LWML Southwest Zone 
Invites you to 

Spring Rally  
April 9th 

in  
Dodge City  

at 
Holy Cross Lutheran Church 

2200 3rd Ave 
Registration at 9:00 with $5.00, Mites and Society offerings 
    9:30 - Opening  
    9:45 - Bible Study 
   10:45 - Business 
   12:00 - Lunch  
    1:10 -  District Report from Bernie Reetz 
     2:15-  Closing   
 

Ingathering will be for Fort Dodge: 
Items needed: 
Canned Goods 

Sugar Free Canned Fruits 
Fruit Juices 

 Peanut butter 
Mouthwash- non-alcohol 

Also Bring Your: 
Stamps – ready to sent 

 

Bandages- ready to ship 
 

Looking Forward to seeing you there!!! 
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The outdoor sign committee met again this month with Luminous Neon, Inc., located in Dodge City.  
We received more facts and updates on erecting the new sign.   

Any insights, or ideas from any member of Trinity are greatly appreciated.  We also have a new 
helper on our committee, Tonya Chmielewski, and we welcome her insight as well.  Let’s work to-
gether to have a new sign to welcome a new pastor!  

Committee members: 

Joanna Boles, Marty Nusser, Buddy Skeie, Kevin Lampe, Tonya Chmielewski  

NOT AN ACTUAL PROPOSED SIGN! 

WHAT’S YOUR GIFT? 
 
 Perhaps you haven’t spent much time, if any, pondering that question.  God has  
given each of us at least one gift, though, and if even one of us does not use that gift, the 
Body of Christ suffers.  Paul, in Ephesians 4:16 writes, “From Him the whole body, joined 
and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and build itself up in love, as each 
part does its work.” 
 
 Christian stewards tend to have a lower opinion of themselves than they ought, denigrating their abilities 
and talents and even their financial capabilities.  When we keep in mind that it is God Himself Who has chosen 
our gifts and blessed us materially, we realize that to belittle these gifts is to question God’s wisdom and  
generosity.  Again we read Paul’s words, now from Romans 12:5, “. . . in Christ, we who are many form one 
body, and each member belongs to all the others.”  He goes on to say that whatever our gifts are, we are to use 
them as effectively as we can. 
 
 Yes, it is the pastor’s job to preach the Word and administer the Sacraments, but we, as stewards who 
have received the Great Commission from Matthew 28:19-20, are to be obedient also to Jesus’ command to tell 
the Good News to the whole world. 
 
 Yes, there are those in your congregation who seem to have more abilities and talents than you, and 
there may be members who have more money than you – perhaps may even be very wealthy.  Does that ex-
empt you from the responsibility to serve or to give?  By no means!  In 2 Corinthians 9:7 we’re commanded, 
“Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.”  Each one is to give and to give cheerfully – of his time, his talents, and his treasures.  
God looks at the size of the heart of the giver rather than at the size of his gift.  “For if the willingness is there,  
the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have” (2 Corinthians 8:12). 
 
 If you are not using your gifts, if you are not giving your money, if you are not sharing your time, the Body 
of Christ suffers.  We need each other and our individual gifts in order that we might carry out our responsibilities 
as stewards to the end that the name of Christ might be made known. 

Your fellow servant in Christ, 

Cynthia Lavrenz 
Stewardship team member 
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Join us again April 9 at 5:00 p.m. 

 
 GRAB A FRIEND and 
dive into service, games, 
snacks, songs, Bible sto-
ries, and so much more! 

Talk to Cynthia now and get your  
favorite job at VBS!   
Try something new… 

276‐3110 
 or  

dcecynthia@tlcgck.kscoxmail.com 

The next Agape closet will be 
Sunday, April 17 at 5:30 p.m. 
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HE IS RISEN! I LOVE to watch the faces of the preschoolers as they hear about the Easter story and what Jesus 
did for each one of us! Trinity 3 will be learning their numbers. We will find out how many people 2 fish and 5 
loaves of bread can feed, or how many crosses were on the hill, and how God saved his servants from a fiery  
furnace. Trinity 4 will con nue to learn the alphabet, zoo style! We will be wearing silly socks, finding out what 
starts with the first le er of our name and what are some things that our dad’s use. Thank you again for your 
support with fun night we made over $5,000! A por on of that will be a BLESSING to a preschool family. We s ll 
have openings in both classes for next school year.  
Jerry & Susan Soldner have decided to re re this summer, so with God’s guidance we will be looking for a Para 
Professional/Teacher Assistant.  We wish Jerry & Susan all the best and a big thank you for all the love you 
showed the children, you will be missed! 
 
Growing in Christ, 
 Tammy Lampe   

TRINITY LUTHERAN PRESCHOOL NEWS 

 

 

 
Para Professional/Teacher Assistant Opportunity Available 

 

We are sad to say that Susan Soldner will be leaving the Para Professional/Assistant Teacher position 
here at Trinity Preschool. We wish her the best of luck and many blessings. With this being said, we 
now need to fill the Para Professional/Teacher Assistant spot. Applications will be available March 28th 
with a deadline of April 13th, 2016. Applications are available in the preschool room, see Tammy or  
Susan to pick one up. Please return completed applications either by mail to the church to the attention 
of the ABCD Board or drop off in the tuition box outside the preschool room. 
 

Thank You and God Bless 

ABCD 
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Return Service  Requested 

Trinity Lutheran Church : Vision Statement 
 To create a 21st century mission post in 
southwest Kansas where people of all ages are 
touched by the love of Jesus in dynamic worship,  
Bible study and fellowship; 
 A mission post where persistent efforts will 
be made to equip disciples, using every resource the 
Spirit makes available, to share Christ with everyone. 
 
Mission Minded 
Inspired to use spiritual gifts 
Serving in love 
Seeking the lost 
Integrating all members 
Ongoing education for all 
Nurturing family environment 
Praying priesthood 
Opportunities for giving/receiving God’s grace 
Scripturally focused 
Touched by Christ’s love 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
1010 Fleming St 
Garden City, KS  67846 

Non-Profit Org 
Prsrt Std 

U.S. Postage Paid 
Garden City, KS   

Permit # 143 

On Maundy Thursday, the Lord 
welcomed to His Table  

for their first Holy Communion: 
 

Colby Cessna 
Miles Combs 

Bryce Foreman 
Macy Froetschner 

Chloe Powell 


